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For Cleaner Water and Fewer Floods ... 

Itôs All One Water 
A Celebration of Clean Water, Photos, 

and Poetry, October 1-31, 2012 

The Zumbro Watershed Partnership, Crossings at 

Carnegie, and Zumbrota Public Library are partnering 

on a month of arts and animal programs focused on 

the Zumbro River Watershed.  

 

Zumbro Zoeôs Amazing 

Clean Water Show  

Friday, October 12, 10:30 

a.m., Zumbrota Public  

Library, 100 West Avenue, 

Zumbrota, MN  
Meet Zumbro Zoe, the Zumbro 

Watershedôs 6-foot tall River Otter 

Mascot! Zoe will take you on a 

photo tour of the watershed and 

introduce you to all of her friends, 
host a kids ñQuiz Showò and talk 

about how everyone can help keep 

the river clean. 
 

ñItôs All One Waterò Artistsô Reception 

Friday, Oct. 19, 7:00 p.m. 

Crossings at Carnegie, 320 East Avenue, 

Zumbrota, MN 
Meet the photographers, poets, and writers who are 

using their art to celebrate the most important sub-

stance on earth: water. Enjoy refreshments, an art 

slide show, and readings.  
 

Amazing Animals of the Zumbro Watershed 

Monday, October 22, 7:00 p.m.  

Zumbrota Public Library, 100 West Avenue, 

Zumbrota, Minnesota 
Take a virtual tour of the Zumbro River and learn 

about all of the amazing animals that live in, on, or 

near our hometown river. 

 

 



 

Rain Barrels: getting something for nothing, almost 

It is rare to find yourself in a situa-

tion where you truly are receiving 

something for nothing. While yes, a 

rain barrel does have some upfront 

costs (about $70), I still consider 

them in that category - you just re-

ceive so much from them! How so, 

you ask? Consider thisé 

A 1 inch rainfall on a 900 square 

foot roof will produce 561 gallons of 

water  - holy buckets of water! Im-

agine if this house had 4 downspouts 

and you put a single rain barrel un-

derneath just one of them. That rain 

barrel would be overflowing after a 

İ inch rain event. There is so much 

FREE water running off our homes ï 

why not capture it and use it on our 

lawns and gardens? 

 

Plants love rainwater. Saving the rain for later use provides chlorine free, 

air temperature water for you to spoil your plants with. Your plants will 

thank you! 

 

More money in your pocket! Why pay for something (water) when you 

can get it (rainwater) for free? Of course the more rain barrels you have, 

the more money you can potentially save each month on your water bills.  

 

Each rain event sends water across the landscape. As this water moves ï 

be it across your yard, over your neighborôs driveway, or down the street 

ï it is going to pick up pollutants. This pollutant-laden storm water does 

not go to a treatment facility. Instead, it travels through storm sewers 

directly to our area waterways. Yuckola! By capturing storm water on 

your property, you are preventing it from running off your landscape. The 

use of rain barrels will help protect our environment. 

 

Oftentimes I hear people say, ñBut what will I do with all of that water?ò 

After discussing all the potential ways to make use of the captured rain 

(watering plants, washing kids toys, washing lawn/yard equipment, 

cleaning patio furniture, and on and on), I have found the biggest reason 

for rain barrels not being used to their fullest capacity. The reason? Loca-

tion, location, location!  

Iôm the first to admit that I can be lazy. In fact, the wilting garden plants 

at my new home are proof of that. After two trips across the yard with 

heavy, overflowing watering cans, I decide that is probably enough water 

for the day. This is the very reason that I have carefully considered the 

location of my newly purchased rain barrel ï beside the garden shed! 

Sure it will take a few extra steps to set up, namely adding gutters to the 

shed. But each İ inch of rain will result in 20 gallons of rain water being 

available ï for free ï a mere 2 feet from my garden. No more excuses for 

me! Putting your rain barrel close to where you want to use the water, 

will just make your life easier and result in you using the captured re-

source. 

The next time it rains I encourage you to take a peek at your downspouts 

and watch that water escape from your property. Think about where it is 

going and what it will pick up along the way. Consider where you use 

water around your yard and how nice it would be to get something great 

for next to nothing. 
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 ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǝƳŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ōƻŀǝƴƎΣ ŬǎƘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ƘƛƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
½ǳƳōǊƻ wƛǾŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŜŀǊ ŀ ƭƻŀŘ ǊŀǧƭƛƴƎ ƴƻƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ŀ ŦƻƻŘ-
ƭƻƴƎ ōƭǳƛǎƘ ōƛǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άƳƻƘŀǿƪέ ƻŦ ƘŜŀŘ ŦŜŀǘƘŜǊǎ ƅȅ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΦ  
 .ŜƭǘŜŘ ƪƛƴƎŬǎƘŜǊǎ όaŜƎŀŎŜǊȅƭŜ ŀƭŎȅƻƴύ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ bƻǊǘƘ 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƪƛƴƎŬǎƘŜǊΣ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŬǎƘƛƴƎ ōƛǊŘǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ¦ƴƭƛƪŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ōƛǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ōǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ 
ŎƻƭƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƭŜǎΦ Lƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ŎŀǊŘƛƴŀƭǎΣ ǊƻōƛƴǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŬƴŎƘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƭƻǊŦǳƭΦ .ŜƭǘŜŘ  ƪƛƴƎŬǎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ 
ōƻǘƘ ƎŜƴŘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊŀȅ-ōƭǳŜ ƘŜŀŘǎΣ ōŀŎƪǎΣ ŎƘŜǎǘ ǎǘǊŀǇǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴƎǎΦ 
.ǳǘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ǌǳǎǘȅ ǊŜŘ άōŜƭǘέ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀōŘƻƳŜƴΦ  
 ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƻƊŜƴ ŬƴŘ ƪƛƴƎŬǎƘŜǊǎ ǇŜǊŎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǇƻǎǘǎΣ ǘǊŜŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘπ
ŜǎΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƛƎƘ ƭƻƻƪƻǳǘ ǎǇƻǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
ŬǎƘ ǇǊŜȅΣ Ƴƛƴƴƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŬǎƘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŀ 
ƪƛƴƎŬǎƘŜǊ ǎŜŜǎ ǇǊŜȅΣ ƛǘ ŘƛǾŜǎ ƘŜŀŘŬǊǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ŬǎƘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŦƻƻŘΦ  
 IŀǾƛƴƎ ƪƛƴƎŬǎƘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ½ǳƳōǊƻ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
ŬǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ  
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Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon)  

Photo from USFWS 

by Rochester Stormwater Educator Megan Duffey 



 

Lake Shady Update 
By Gary Morien & Joe Palenï Stantec Consulting  

        

Since the mid 1800ôs dams have been constructed in a narrow gorge of the Zumbro River, creating Lake Shady in the City 

of Oronoco. The dam that exists today was constructed in 1937 as a WPA (Works Project Administration) project. In 2010, 

flood water damaged the north core wall of the dam and washed out a significant area adjacent to the structure. Evaluations 

later determined it was not feasible to repair or reconstruct the dam to the standards required today. Officials directed the 

dam be removed, thereby eliminating Lake Shady, and initiated a plan to restore the river within the old lakebed to its natu-

ral state. 

While Lake Shady has been a centerpiece to southeast Minnesota for a long time, a new opportunity exists to restore the 

former lakebed to a natural reach of the Zumbro River corridor. Area residents and many others interested in the health of 

the river are wondering whatôs been happening and whatôs next? Some of those questions are: 

1. Whatôs the proposed timeline for the project? Planning and acquiring funds to construct the project have been ongoing 

since the Fall 

2011. Geotech-

nical investiga-

tions and sediment 

evaluations are 

complete. Engi-

neers are working 

plans to create a 

natural river de-

sign within the old 

lakebed and a 

boulder rapids 

structure to transi-

tion the grade from 

the old lakebed 

down to the exist-

ing river bed.  The 

project team antic-

ipates land acqui-

sition, funding, 

environmental 

documentation and 

project plans will 

be in place by fall 

2013. Dam remov-

al and river resto-

ration construction 

would take place 

over the winter 

months. 
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