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Location of Zumbro Watershed 
in south eastern Minnesota
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Zumbro Insects 

Many of the insects that you see �ying near rivers and lakes 
spent their juvenile stage living in the water as bug-like 
“nymphs” or worm-like “larvae.” These insects leave the 
water as adults to mate and lay eggs back in the water.  Some 
juvenile insects, like stone�y and may�y nymphs, can only 
tolerate clean water environments while other juvenile insects, 
like mosquito larvae, can tolerate more polluted water. 

DRAGONFLY
Dragon�y nymphs live in the water and hunt 
aquatic insects, tadpoles, and small �sh. They 
zoom through the water by expelling water from 
their abdomens. 

Dragon�y adults can �y up to 30 mph. They 
can also hover and �y backwards like a 
helicopter. Adult dragon�ies catch and eat 
mosquitoes and other insects in �ight. 

MAYFLY
May�y nymphs are intolerant of pollution, so 
�nding them in a river indicates “good water 
quality.” We’ve found this insect in some parts of 
the Zumbro River. The feathery structures on the 

abdomen are gills that allow it to breathe underwater.

May�y adults emerge in a swarm to mate, lay 
eggs, and die, often in a 24-hour period. Adult 
may�ies are a favorite �sh food and many �y 
�shing �ies resemble this insect. 

Zumbro Fish & Mussels

The Zumbro River is a great fishery. It is home to 11 species 
of gamefish, including channel catfish, largemouth and 
smallmouth bass, muskies, northern pike, perch, bluegills, 
and walleye. 

BROOK TROUT
Brook trout live in clear, clean, springfed 
trout streams that drain into the Zumbro 
River. Trout feed on aquatic and �ying 
insects.

SMALLMOUTH BASS
Smallmouth Bass feed on aquatic 
insects, smaller �sh, and cray�sh. 
They are intolerant of pollution, so 
they act as an indicator of cleaner 
rivers and lakes. 

NORTHERN PIKE
Northern pike wait motionless at the 
bottom of a river and ambush smaller 
�sh. Pike can spot prey like smaller �sh, 
frogs, and duck chicks, up to 50 feet 
away in clear water. 

BLACK SANDSHELL MUSSEL
This 8-inch long, black, elongated 
mussel was once common in large 
and medium rivers in Minnesota. 
Lately this species is more dif�cult 
to �nd in southern Minnesota due to 
increased sedimentation and runoff 
pollution. These mussels �lter protozoans, algae, and bacteria 
out of the water and can live for decades. 

Zumbro Reptiles & Amphibians

Reptiles and amphibians might seem quite similar, but they 
have many differences. Reptiles have dry, scaly skin and lay 
eggs on land. Amphibians have smoother, damp skin with no 
scales visible and they lay their eggs in the water.

PAINTED TURTLE
These colorful aquatic turtles sun 
themselves on river logs and rocks. 
They feed on vegetation, algae, insects, 
cray�sh, and small �sh and can live up 
to 55 years. 

GARTER SNAKE
This nonvenomous snake eats worms, �sh, 
frogs, toads, and insects. Garter snakes are 
excellent swimmers and can dive for long 
periods of time.

NORTHERN LEOPARD FROG
This frog gets its name from the dark 
spots on its back and legs. Males of this 
species makes a “snore-like” call to attract 
females in the spring. Leopard frogs eat 
insects, worms, and smaller frogs. 

TIGER SALAMANDER
These black and yellow 
salamanders can grow up to 
eight inches long. They hunt 
for insects. Adults live and 
hunt on land, whereas juvenile 

salamanders are aquatic and live in ponds and streams.

Outdoor Adventure Sites in the Zumbro Watershed
(see watershed map for locations; search online for more information)

Places to visit in the Zumbro Watershed

A.	 Oxbow County Park, Zollman Zoo
Camp, picnic, hike, tour live animal exhibits, visit the 
nature center

B.	 Chester Woods County Park
Camp, picnic, swim, canoe

C.	 Lake Zumbro
Boat, waterski, �sh, camp, swim

D.	 Covered Bridge Park
Picnic, camp, bike, swim, cross the historic bridge

E.	 Zumbro Bottoms Forestry Unit
Camp, hike, horseback ride

Zumbro Zoe

For more information, visit our website at
www.zumbrowatershed.org/wildlife
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